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1. Name of Property

historic name  Denning, Thomas Marcellus, House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 415 North Second Street not for publication
city or town Albemarle vicinity

state North Carolina code NC county Stanly code 167 zip code 28002

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this x_ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _x__ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___statewide x_local

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register ___determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Stanly County, NC
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

X | private X | building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

2 0 buildings
0 0 sites

0 0 structures
0 0 objects

2 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

WORK IN PROGRESS

DOMESTIC/secondary structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Spanish Colonial Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  Brick

walls: Brick
roof: Terra Cotta
other: Wood

Glass
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Thomas Marcel | us Denni ng House, designed by Charlotte architect Louis
Hunbert Asbury Sr. in 1924 and conpleted either in later 1924 or early
1925, is a handsone Spani sh Col oni al Revival -style two-story brick masonry
house that has been an architectural landmark in the streetscape of

Al bemarle, North Carolina, since its construction. It stands at 415 North
Second Street in the Stanly County seat on a rectangular lot in the

sout hwest corner of North Second and Franklin streets neasuring 119 feet on
its east and west borders and 182 feet on its north and south sides and
conpri sing about one-half acre. The Denning House is |ocated on the south
si de of Cannon Menorial Park in a neighborhood that was residential into
the md-twentieth century but has since evolved into one of a m xed
residential, institutional, and comrercial character. Wile the park on
the north side of the house and the two-story early twentieth-century frame
house at 407 North Second Street on the south (and Dr. Hall’s Asbury-

desi gned house i medi ately south at #343) have been its nei ghbors since
1924, Qur Lady of the Annunciation Catholic Church on the opposite east
side of North Second Street and the branch office of First Ctizens Bank on
the west side of the |ot both clained other houses and their grounds for
their facilities and parking lots. Despite its nane, Second Street is a
principal artery in Al bemarle and residential in character for about a

bl ock and a half south of the Denning House to the crossing of North Street
which is dom nated by the inposing First Baptist and Central Mt hodi st
churches and the Al bemarle Hotel at 202, 172, and 197 North Second Street,
respectively. The Albemarle City Hall is |ocated at 144 North Second
Street while the Stanly County Courthouse stands at 201 South Second Street
in the second bl ock below the junction with Main Street.

The hal f-acre grounds of the Denning House conprise an open, grass-covered
| awn on which the house and the garage are positioned on an east/west axis
in the near center of the lot. The lawn is partially shaded by a towering,
aged oak tree at the front southeast edge of the | awn and the rows of oaks
which line both sides of Franklin Street. Low brick walls with inset

hori zontal panels and concrete caps, positioned parallel with the concrete
si dewal ks, retain the lawn along both North Second and Franklin streets.

I nset brick steps, flanked by piers, rise fromthe sidewalk to the original
brick-paved wal k leading to the front steps centered on the house’ s east
facade. The porte cochere on the house’s north side is served by a half-
circle concrete-paved drive that enters the property fromits northeast
front corner and exits onto Franklin Street about mdway of the lot. A
separate concrete driveway |inks the two-vehicle garage with Franklin
Street. Low brick piers with concrete caps, inset in the retaining wall,
flank these three entrances. Plantings of evergreen shrubs enhance the
half-circle drive and the garage drive which is also planted wth Yucca
filamentosa beside the piers. Foundation plantings of m xed evergreens,
including ligustrumand hollies, together with azal eas and rhododendr ons,
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sonetimes underplanted with periw nkle and |irope, enhance the facade and
north and south elevations. As with many such donestic grounds, the woody
pl ant material includes original and |later, supplenental plantings of
synpat heti c period character. Specinen shrub plantings, including a rose
bush and a very |l arge, probably original ligustrumoff the northeast corner
of the garage, also survive on the grounds.

Narrative Description

In his design of the Spanish Col onial Revival-style house for M. Denning,
Loui s Asbury dressed an essentially symretrical two-story, double-pile
house w th custom designed fenestration and extraordi nary bracketed, tiled
pent cornices. These cornices encircle the rectangul ar parapet-roof main
bl ock and the full-facade porch, also covered with a parapet roof, which
term nates on the south with a side/sun porch and on the north with a porte
cochere as well as the one-story bl ock which occupies nost of the house’s
west el evation. (The finish and appearance of the side porch on the south
el evation was originally like that of the front porch; in about the late
1940s it was refitted and glazed as a sun porch. The deteriorated gl azing
was renoved for repair and restoration during the current rehabilitation
project.) The cornices, with deep nol ded, denticul ated, and sheat hed eaves
supported by bold paired, nolded, painted white brackets and covered with
green roof tiles, conplenment the house’s red wire-cut brick el evations.

The brick are laid in common bond with tan nortar and with a water table of
alternating trios of soldier and stretcher brick. The effect is an
architectural richness that approaches flanboyance. |In this situation,
where conventional sash wi ndows woul d have been too prosaic, M. Asbury
fitted the wi ndow openi ngs of the Denning House with its own inmaginative
sash treatnent. The doubl e-hung wood sash wi ndows have a three-tier
arrangenment with the upper sash partitioned into tw unequal parts,
featuring a four-pane “transoni aligned above paired panes, with the | ower
sash containing a single | arge square pane. The fenestration features
single, paired, and triple windows with header sills and sol di er-course
lintels.

The east facade of the Denni ng House has a bal anced, essentially
symmetrical design with the three-bay two-story main block flanked at the
first story by the side/sun porch on the south and the porte cochere on the
north. 1In the arrangenent of these elenments M. Asbury departed froma
strict repetitive symmetry. The three bays of the main block are fronted
by a spaci ous porch, supported by corresponding thick, square-in-plan brick
piers linked by a blind brick balustrade with a painted concrete cap. The
t hree bays of the porch are extended on the north with a fourth bay which

i ncorporates the porte cochere. At the south end of the porch, the terra
cotta tiled porch floor waps around the southeast corner of the house as
an open terrace and continues as the floor of the side/sun porch occupying
t he easternnost bay of the south elevation. The porch floor is drained by
dem -l une openings in each of the bays fitted with keystones and pai nted
white. 1In the design of the porch, M. Asbury continued the formof the
brick piers above the pent cornices where they punctuate the horizontal

par apet and give enphasis to the bay divisions. The center entrance on the
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first story is flanked by | arge openings holding triple sash wi ndows. The
design of the door, flanked by bevel ed, | eaded glass sidelights and a
transom replicates the pattern and proportions of the fenestration. The

| oner half of the door is a single square nolded blind panel while the
upper half is glazed and fitted with four panes above two | arger panes.

The transom above the door is at a |level corresponding with the four-pane
“transons” in each window On the second story the bay above the entrance
is fitted with paired ei ght-pane casenent wi ndows and fl anked by three-part
wi ndows corresponding with the openings below. A |ow concrete-capped brick
parapet, framed by piers at the corners, conpletes the el evation.

The south el evation of the Denning House is bal anced on each level. On the
first story, the side/sun porch occupies the east half of the elevation and
protects nulti-pane, paired doors opening into M. Denning’ s forner office.
The south half of the two bay el evation contains an opening fitted with

pai red sash windows that illum nates M. Denning’ s bedroom The second
story has a three-bay division wwth a double wi ndow in the east bay

illum nating the sout heast corner bedroom a single windowin the center
bay that provided light and air to the original second-story bathroom and
a single window in the west bay that served Ms. Denning’s bedroomin the
sout hwest corner of the second story. The recessed one-story bl ock, which
contained the single original first-story bathroomat its south end, has a
single window in its south wall.

On the Denni ng House’'s west elevation, the one-story block, which contains
(north to south) the kitchen, a glazed porch, and the first-story bathroom
occupies all of the first-story elevation except for a narrow width at the
extrene south edge where a single windowis |ocated. The kitchen and

gl azed porch portions of the block project forward of the bathroom which
is offset and recessed in plan. The porch, which was originally fitted
with wood |l attice panels wth square openings, was glazed by M. Denning in
a manner which replicates the original fenestration but with the addition
of a transom above the doubl e-hung sash wi ndows on the west and south sides
that also replicates the two-tier design of the upper sash. A glazed door
of simlar design in the south wall, which replaces the earlier wood

| atti ce door, opens onto brick steps. This refitting and gl azi ng was
probably contenporary with the enclosure of the south side porch as a sun
porch in about the late 1940s. The north end of the block, which houses
the kitchen, has a three-part arrangenent wi th single w ndow openi ngs
flanking a centered interior-end chimey that served both the kitchen cook
stove and the basenment furnace. The opening on the south side of the
chimmey is blind. At ground |evel steps descend in a concrete well,
positioned parallel with the wall, to a basenent door.

The north el evation of the Denning House, overlooking Cannon Menorial Park,
has a general three-part division, reflecting the interior positioning of
the living room dining room and kitchen in a tier, east to west, that

i ncorporates the porte cochere at its east end, where the driveway carries
under the shelter. Steps inset in the north end of the porch rise under
the porte cochere to the porch floor. The east part of the house’s

el evation, conprising single windows flanking an interior-end chimey, is
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slightly recessed to allow ease in the arc of the driveway. The center
part of the elevation, which projects slightly forward of the flanking
parts, contains a |arge wi ndow opening fitted with three sash w ndows
illumnating the dining room The west, one-story part of the elevation
has a single and paired wi ndows, shorter in height, that provided light to
the kitchen. At the basenent |evel, aligned under the water table, are

pai red wi ndows under the dining roomand |arger kitchen wi ndows and a netal
cover for the coal chute. At the second story |evel, paired single w ndows
illum nate the northeast corner bedroom above the living room while a
second pair of single windows illum nates the northwest corner bedroom
posi ti oned above the dining room

The interior plan and finish of the Thomas Marcel |l us Denni ng House refl ect
a remarkabl e degree of consistency and integrity. The first-story floor
pl an and arrangenent of roons remain entirely original except in the rear
one-story bl ock where sonme minor repartitioning has occurred in the passage
linking the stair hall and the glazed porch to provide a lavatory/utility
roomand the walls between the kitchen and the breakfast room and gl azed
porch have been renoved to create a larger kitchen. Both of these changes
have occurred in the current project, and reflect the new owners’
intentions to do their own food preparation and | aundry whereas, before,
servants handl ed those chores for the Denning famly.

Loui s Humbert Asbury crafted a well-detail ed Col onial Revival-style
interior for the Dennings whose flooring, plaster wall and ceiling
finishes, mantels, nolded door and w ndow surrounds, baseboards, and ot her
architectural woodwork, doors and their hardware are consistent throughout
t he house. The quarter-sawn oak flooring used throughout the house, except
in the bathroonms, was mlled by the W M R tter Lunber Conpany and | engths
of the flooring Iifted during the current rehabilitation are inscribed “W
M RITTER LBR. CO.” on their underside. The plaster finish is snooth and
ei ther painted or covered at points in the Denning occupancy wth
wal | paper. The baseboards are well-proportioned to the ceiling height and
have a plain board base with an applied top nolding. The door and w ndow
surrounds have a general classic three-part design. The |arger doorways
linking the reception roons and stair hall on the first story are fitted

wi th glazed multi-pane French doors. The other doorways and those on the
second story are fitted with dark-stained single-panel doors. Virtually
all of the interior doors retain their original hardware and nol ded gl ass
knobs. The glass chandeliers in the living and dining roons and the
chandelier in the library date to the Denni ng occupancy as do sone of the
pai red wall sconces throughout the house; others have been added to repl ace
| ater, unsynpathetic fixtures or those |lost through tine. The only
dimnution in finish occurs in the matter of the cornice finish that is
nore devel oped in the reception roons.

The front door opens directly into the living roomlocated in the house’s
nort heast corner and its largest room The fireplace with a classically
nol ded post-and-lintel Colonial Revival-style mantel is centered on a
projecting chimey breast in the north wall and fitted with a netal coal
grate and cover and an ivory glazed tile surround and hearth. On the
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opposite south wall paired, dark-stained ten-pane French doors open into a
parlor that becane M. Denning s office. A second set of such doors are
set in the west wall and open into the dining room A single fifteen-pane
door, slightly off axis with the front door, opens into the stair hall. An
L- shaped, half-wall height gl azed bookcase is built into the rooms

sout heast corner. During the current rehabilitation, the ghost marks for
the original nolded chair rail and noldings applied to the walls to

si mul ate paneling were discovered. They had been renoved by the Dennings
i n about 1949 when highly decorative wal |l papers were added. The Scarboros
have reinstall ed these features, which replicate those designed in 1923 by
M. Asbury that remain intact in the Jasper Efird House in Al benarle.

The parlor/M. Denning s office enjoys a discernable symetry wth paired
doors on axis with those fromthe |living roomopening fromthe parlor onto
the side/sun porch. The mantel centered in the rooms west wall is
essentially the same as the living roommantel and also fitted with a
covered coal grate and aquamarine gl azed tile surround and heart h.

A door on the south side of the fireplace connects with M. Denning s
bedroomin the sout hwest corner of the main block. It is fitted with a
mantel, coal grate, and tilework identical to that in the living room It
is ensuite with a bathroomto the west that retains its original tub and

bl ue- and- whi t e hexagonal gl azed tile floor. The original tile wainscot was
greatly danmaged in about the 1980s, replaced then with inexpensive
materials, but it has now been renewed in-kind with white tiling. A snal

gl azed wal | - hung cabinet, installed originally in the kitchen, was

rel ocated here on the roomis west wall above the conmode.

The stair hall, in the rear center of the house, has doors opening into the
living and dining rooms, M. Denning’ s bedroom and the service passage on
its west side. The staircase, rising to the west along the north wall, has
a dark-stained handrail rising froma nolded square-in-plan newel with a
nol ded square cap and carried on square balusters. It rises to an inter-
story landing and continues to the second story.

The original interior decoration of the dining roomal so featured applied
nol dings on the walls to sinulate vertical panels. These, too, were
renmoved by the Dennings in about 1949, when richly floral wall paper was
installed. They have been recreated, again using nodels in the Asbury-
designed Efird House of 1923. Small panels of the floral wall paper have
been preserved within those nol dings above the doors to the stair hall and
kitchen. A door in the rooms west wall opens into the kitchen whose
finish and gl azed cherry cabinetry date to the current rehabilitation
except for the original door and w ndow surrounds. Carolina Custom

Cabi nets of Al bemarle nmanufactured and installed the new cabinetry. A
shoul der-high rail, discovered during the project, is being reinstalled in
the kitchen. The flooring is tile and the walls and ceiling are painted
plaster. The finishes and fittings in the utility room|lavatory in the
passage are al so of current date.
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The original second-story plan of the Denning House featured four bedroons
of unequal size in each of the house’'s four corners opening off the

spaci ous landing. A single bathroomwas centered on the south side of the
house, between the sout heast and sout hwest bedroons, and a trio of closets
partitioned in a |like rectangul ar space in the front center of the house
bet ween t he sout heast and northeast bedroons. The original floor plan and
the architectural finish of the second story including the mantels with
coal grates and tilework in the two east/front bedroons remain intact. The
bedroons remai n as bedroons except for the southwest room the snallest of
the four, which has been fitted in the rehabilitation as a bathroomw th
new finish and fixtures. The original bathroom heavily damaged in about
the 1980s, has been refitted in 2010 and nade ensuite with the sout heast
bedroom The front closet opening off the northeast bedroom and a portion
of the adjoining closet which opens into the | anding have been refitted as
a bathroomensuite with the northeast bedroom |In the later twentieth
century while the house was a rental property, a closet opening off the
north side of the landing was refitted as a half-bathroom Those | ow cost
fittings have been renoved and the space restored to its original function
as a cl oset.

The partial basenent of the Denning House is accessible fromthe exterior
entrance and an interior stair which descends to the east under the rise of
the main stair. The stair has painted treads and a nol ded handrail wth a
sinple railing of square balusters and a turned newel with a spheri cal
finial. The area under the stair is enclosed for storage and has open wood
lattice on its south side. The basenent has a poured concrete floor,

pai nted brick or cast concrete walls, and features of both its original
finish and adaptations for |ater usage. One five-, horizontal-panel door
remai ns in place as does the gl azed-and-panel ed exterior door opening onto
the stairwell.

The Garage
1924-25; by 1929
Contributing building

The garage is a rectangul ar brick masonry building which dates to two
periods of construction, and whose present roofless condition reflects a

| ong period of neglect in the 1980s and 1990s when water damaged the roof
structure leading to deterioration and the dismantling of renaining decayed
fabric in recent years by the present owner. The parapet walls remain
intact but the top courses of brickwork have suffered water damage. The
ori gi nal garage, designed by M. Asbury, conprised a single garage space
for one vehicle, whose opening is in the center of the building’ s north

el evation, and the tier of two small storage/work roons occupying its east
side with door openings on their east walls and wi ndow openings on their
respective exterior north and south walls. The paired four-vertical-over-
one sash windows in the north wall remain in place and parts of those in
the two wi ndow openings in the south wall of the original building also
remain. The clear, single pane transons in the door openings remain in

pl ace, however, the original doors are renoved (but extant). The original,
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now deteriorated three-fold gl azed-and-panel ed doors for the garage remain
in place. Soon after construction, M. Denning added a second garage space
on the west side of the original building and a | arge conservatory-1|ike
room across the south side of the expanded building, slightly recessed
inside its east and west walls, which has two | arge wi ndow openings in its
south elevation and a third such windowin its west elevation. The sash in
t he sout h-faci ng openings are |ost, however, nost of the four-vertical-
over-one sash in the west w ndows survive. The garage’s original pent
cornice was continued on the north el evation above the added garage stal
which was also fitted with three-fold doors that are essentially Iike the
original doors. The pent cornice was |ost to deterioration. Through tine,
the | arge added room and the smaller, original roons have served a variety
of uses. For a long, undefined period of tinme, the |large room served as
the quarters of Mss Sallie J. Tyson (1892-1963), the Dennings’'s

cook/ housekeeper. (Note: the garage will be restored during the current
proj ect.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

I:I D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Architecture

Industry

Period of Significance

1924-1960

Significant Dates

1924

1960

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Denning, Thomas Marcellus

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Asbury, Louis Humbert, Sr. -- architect

The period of significance begins in 1924 with its design and construction
and continues to 1960 when M. Denning retired as general superintendent of

W scassett MIIs Conpany.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

N/A

10
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Thomas Marcel | us Denni ng House, standing at 415 North Second Street in
Al bemarl e, the county seat of Stanly County, North Carolina, occupies an
important place in the twentieth-century history of Al bemarle, holds |ocal
significance in the area of architecture, and enjoys inportant associations
with its builder, M. Denning, whose sixty-year career with Wscassett
MIls is unexanpled in the city where it was the |argest enployer for nost
of the century. The well-preserved Spanish Col onial Revival-style brick
house was designed by Charlotte architect Louis Hunmbert Asbury Sr. in 1924
for Thomas Marcel | us Denni ng, who resided here with his famly through his
retirement in 1960 until his death in 1962. The Denni ng House, which
remained in famly ownership until 2006, neets National Register Criteria B
and C.

Thomas Marcel | us Denning (1870-1962), described in his Stanly News And
Press obituary on 27 March 1962 as “Al bemarle’s ‘grand old man of the
textile industry,’” stood at the center of the textile industry in

Al bemarle for a remarkabl e sixty years, from 12 March 1900 when he arrived
in town to assunme the superintendency of Wscassett MIIls, until retiring
in March 1960. His career in textiles began at the age of ten in 1880 when
the famly noved from his native Rocki ngham County to Al amance County where
he worked in the Carolina Cotton MII. The Denning famly noved on to
mlls at Swepsonville and Gssi pee before continuing on to Durham Cotton

M| ls about 1884 where M. Denning rose through the ranks to a manageri al
position he held until relocating to Albemarle. Here at Wscassett MIIs,
whose presidency was held by nmenbers of the Cannon famly fromits founding
in 1898 to Charles Albert Cannon’s retirenment in 1962, M. Denning worked
al ongsi de the conpany’s secretary-treasurer in the managenent of the
conpany and its expanding facilities. In an editorial tribute follow ng
his death, the Stanly News And Press described himas having “represented
an era in industrial growmh which is now passing fromthe scene” having
“headed the operation at Wscassett at a tine when there was a high prem um
on quality, and he is given credit for the high quality reputation built up
for Wscassett yarn.”

Fromthe tinme of its construction in 1924, and conpletion either |ate that
year or in early 1925, the Thomas Marcel |l us Denni ng House has been an
appealing, colorful landmark in the architectural townscape of Al benmarle.
Bei ng the second of two residences designed by Louis Hunbert Asbury Sr.
(1877-1975) for M. Denning, standing a few hundred feet southwest of the
earlier, now |l ost Colonial Revival-style frame house, this Spanish Col oni al
Revi val -styl e brick house is distinguished by bold pent cornices supported
by paired brackets and covered with green tiles which inpart a highly

i ndi vidual character to the house, its porch, side/sun porch, and porte
cochere. The Denning House's symretrical elevations are further enhanced
by custom desi gned doubl e-hung sash wi ndows featuring a two-tier upper sash
of four-over-two panes above a single square |ower sash. In effect the
upper tiers of four vertically-aligned panes have the appearance of
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transons, and this pattern of fenestration provides anple natural light to

the Col onial Revival-style interior. A contenporary garage of |ike
character stands behind the house.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

In 1900, when Thonmas Marcel |l us Denning (1870-1962) arrived in Al bermarle to
wor k as superintendent of the new y-established Wscassett MIIls, he
brought | ong experience and a surprisingly mature perspective to his post.
The Wscassett MI|Ils Conpany, incorporated in 1898 and placed in operation
as atextile plant in 1899, was second only in Al bemarle to the Efird
Manuf acturi ng Conpany established in 1896. These pioneering concerns in
the industrialization of the Stanly County seat both reflected ngjor

i nvestnents by James WIIiam Cannon (1852-1921), the | egendary North
Carolina textile entrepreneur based in Concord, the seat of adjoining
Cabarrus County. From 1900 until his retirement at the age of ninety in
1960, M. Denning was an inportant face of Wscassett MIls in Al benarle,
and he was heralded at his death two years later as “Al bemarle’s ‘grand old
man of the textile industry.’”! For nmost if not all of his period of

enpl oynent, and until his death, he was addressed by the honorific
“Captain.”

Thomas Marcel | us Denning junior was born in Rocki ngham County, North
Carolina, on 4 February 1870 to Thomas Marcel lus Denning (b. ca. 1836) and
his wife Mary Ann Vanhoy (b. ca. 1840).2 The known details of his life from
birth to his relocation to Albemarle are few and chiefly those contained in
“a brief autobiography, prepared by Cap’' n Denning hinmself,” which was
published in the Stanly News And Press on 11 March 1960.

| was born on a farmnear Wentworth, N. C., county seat of

Rocki ngham County, February 4, 1870. Later our famly of nine
nmoved to Carolina Cotton MII housed in a wooden building on the
river a short distance fromthe town of Haw River. The mll was
owned and operated by the Holt fam |y and produced a cheap,
colored plaid cloth. Several nenbers of our famly worked there.
| was 10 years old when given enploynent in 1880 as a sweeper and
oiler, a job requiring 12 hours daily, six days a week, at 10¢ a
day.

In connection with ny job, | fired four big cast iron wood
stoves, country store style. The m |l building was a two-story
structure with two stoves used on each floor for heating.
Shortly thereafter we noved to Swepsonville, a town also a short
di stance fromHaw River, N.C. It was not |long before this mll
burned to the ground. This was before automatic sprinklers and
fire protection were used at the mlls in our section.

After the fire and seeking future enploynent, our famly noved to
Ossipee, a new building site in the country on the river, where
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the Ossipee Cotton MII| was being built by James M WI I ianmson
and Sons. My father had charge of the construction work on the
m |l building and on the houses being erected for the conpany’s
enpl oyees. The m Il is now being operated by Burlington

I ndustries and is located a fewmles fromBurlington, NC |
was 12 years old and working in the brick yards 12 hours a day

for 10¢ a day. | hel ped nmake the brick that went into the new
building. 1In those days we used hand nol ds, making four bricks
at a tine.

The m |l was conpl eted and nmachinery installed about the tine
James A. Garfield, President of the United States, was
assassinated. The original operation was started up with 12
spinning franes with a total of 2,400 spindles. | was assigned
the job of |ooking after the big kerosene | anps, country store
style with hol ders, suspended fromthe ceiling. M daily routine
was to re-fuel the | anps, wash the gl obes and trimthe w cks.

About 1884 our famly noved to Durham N.C., where | began
working in the Durham Cotton MIIls, another new m ||l which was
just starting operations. | was given the job of making bands
for spinning frames at 25¢ a day. Soon things turned out well
for me — 1 was noved up. In a short tine | was pronoted to
Section Man, to Second Hand, and finally to Overseer of Spinning.
| was 19 years old when pronoted. | held this job for 11 years.
At the end of this period | was offered and accepted the
Superint endency of Wscassett MIIs in March 1900.

W scassett had a small beginning with 200 enpl oyees, first and
second shifts; 34 cards and 12,000 spindles on carded work. |
cannot recall a single mll in the South operating conbers this
early. Pronoter and President of Wscassett was M. J. W
Cannon, a grand person, pioneer in the textile field, a man of
keen foresight and considered a man of inportant executive
ability. Early in 1900 M. Joe Cannon was naned Secretary and
Treasurer and under their able direction the plant grew into an
i mportant position in the textile industry.?

The circunstances by which M. Denning cane to the notice of the nanagenent
of the Cannon Manufacturing Conpany in Concord are unknown. |In the account
of his career published in the Stanly News And Press on 14 March 1950,

obvi ously based on M. Denning’ s recount, he renenbered that “In February,
1900, C. C Barnhardt, then general superintendent of Cannon Manufacturing
conpany offered . . . (hin) the position of superintendent of Wscassett
MIls conmpany.” M. Denning began work on 12 March 1900.

The plant then consisted of one unit, a small office manned by
M. Denning and “Shack” Ritchie, and the main office which was
| ocated on the present site of Lowder Hardware conpany. J. C
Leslie, secretary and treasurer, was the top man in this office.
13
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It was shortly after this that an expansi on program was
undertaken and three nore units were built and placed in
operation. The devel opnent of a count rate of 20s and 30s carded
yarn to 60s and 140s in both the conbed and carded fields gave

W scassett a versatility which can be found in very fewnlls.?

When M. Denning assunmed this position as superintendent of Wscassett
MIls, his was one of the two principal Al bemarle-based adm nistrative
positions in the conpany, each of which conplenented the other. Fromthe
organi zati on of Wscassett MIIs in 1898 until his death in Decenber 1921,
James W Iiam Cannon (1852-1921), the principal stockholder, and a resident
of Concord, North Carolina, held the presidency of the firm H's

| etterhead identified himas president of thirteen textile manufacturing
conpani es, including manufacturing plants in Concord, Kannapolis, M.

Pl easant, China G ove, Salisbury, and Thomasville, North Carolina, together
with the Efird Manufacturing and Wscassett MIIs conpanies in Al benarl e,
and the Inperial Cotton MIls in Eatonton, Georgia. He was succeeded | ater
as president by his youngest son Charles Al bert Cannon (1892-1971), who
consol i dat ed ei ght of the Cannon-dom nated textile mlls into the Cannon
MI1ls Company in 1928. For now unknown reasons, the Efird and W scassett
conpani es renmai ned outside the consolidation for their entire history of
operation. Wiile the majority interest in the Efird Manufacturing Conpany
woul d be sold in 1947 to the American Yarn Processing Conpany and nerged in
1952 as Anerican and Efird MIls, the Wscassett MI|Ils Conpany renai ned
under Charles Albert Cannon’s direction until his retirement in 1962--the
year of M. Denning’'s death. For alnost his entire period of enpl oynent
with Wscassett MIIls, from 1900 to 1960, M. Denning, answered to but two
presidents of the conpany.® In the hierarchy of plant operations here, as
el sewhere in the Cannon textile enpire, the secretary-treasurer of

W scassett MIIs Conpany, was the local, on-site financial officer. John
C. Leslie was the secretary-treasurer of Wscassett MIIs when M. Denning
joined the office. M. Leslie left Albemarle in about 1903 to take charge
of a New York City sales office for Cannon textiles and he was succeeded as
secretary-treasurer for a brief period by Joseph Franklin Cannon, the

el dest son of the company president. Janes Al onzo G oves (1873-1955)
assuned the office of secretary-treasurer in about 1903 and held the
position until retiring in 1945.

As superintendent of Wscassett MIls, M. Denning oversaw production at

the plant and its constituent mlls and the work of its offices,

war ehousi ng and rel ated physical facilities. The construction, managenent,

and mai ntenance of mll housing was one of his chief responsibilities, one

that he recalled for the newspaper reporter in 1950 when the Wscassett

wor ker housi ng conprised “364 nodern dwellings situated in the northwestern

section of Al bemarle. Through the use of trees, shrubbery, and

| andscaping, the village is rapidly becom ng one of the prettiest sections

of the city.” 1In 1900, when M. Denning cane to Wscassett MIIls, the

popul ati on of Al bemarle was about 1,800. Wthin five years, by 1905, the

popul ati on woul d swell to about 3,000. Muich of this increase was housed in
14
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conpany-owned housi ng that had been announced at the tine of the conpany’s
organi zation in 1898.°

Overseeing the construction of the first of two mll villages erected for
mll operatives occupied his first years of enploynent, sinultaneous with

t he expansion of the manufacturing conplex. The Wscassett MII|s housing
occupi ed acreage generally north of the plant and a village comobn, now
known as Cannon Menorial Park, where the Wscassett School and ot her
village institutions, including First Street Methodi st Church, were

| ocated. Housing for managenent and supervisors, including two houses
built for and occupied by M. Denning and his famly, encircled the vill age
common. ’

The Wscassett MIIs Conpany was highly successful fromits start, and its
profitability pronpted further expansion in the 1910s. This effort took
the formof enlarged production and processing facilities at the main site,
fl anked by the rail lines of the former Yadkin/later Carolina and

Nort hwestern Railroad and the Wnston-Sal em Sout hbound, and at a new,

near by plant for hosiery production |ocated several blocks to the east, on
Mont gonery Avenue, between North Third and North Fourth streets, that was
served by a spur of the Carolina and Northwest Railroad. Housing for the

hosiery mll division is said to have been constructed by a hired
contractor, D. A Holbrook. It conprised a village occupying the bl ocks
adjoining the newmll. These expansions, |largely conpleted in 1918,

sparked an econonic boomin A bemarle that continued through the 1920s.8

Wiile the Wscassett MIls were Al bemarle’s second ol dest textile
manuf act uri ng conpany by date of operation, the concern quickly becanme and
remai ned the | argest industrial concern in the county seat and its | argest
enpl oyer in the period |leading up to Wrld War Il and afterward. The
status of the conpany is reflected in articles and listings in the 60'"
Anni versary Edition of the Stanly News And Press, Section 6, “lndustry in
Al bemarl e and Stanly County,” published on 16 August 1940. 1In the listing
of “Industrial Plants in Stanly County,” Wscassett MIIls Conpany (cotton
yarn) is first, followed by the Knitting Departnent of Wscassett MIIs
Conpany (hosiery division). The Efird Manufacturing Conpany, producers of
cotton yarn, was listed in third position while the Lillian Knitting MIIs
Conpany, which al so produced hosiery, was given fourth place. These
positions have their parallel in the roster of “Stanly’s Industri al
Leaders,” described as “. . .nmen who hold key positions in the industrial
establishments in Stanly county, to whom we give recognition today for the
part they have played and are playing in the devel opnent of Al bemarle and
Stanly County.” Janes Alonzo G oves, secretary-treasurer of Wscassett
MIls, who was al so a principal owner of Stanly County’ s QOakboro Cotton
MIIls and a benefactor of Mdrrow Muuntain State Park, was at the head of
the list. Thonas Marcel |l us Denni ng, then general superintendent of
W scassett MIIls, occupied second place on the roster, and he was foll owed
by his son Wade Ful ton Denning (1895-1993), who had succeeded his father as
superi ntendent of Wscassett MIls. The Wscassett MIIs officers were
followed in the listing by those of the Efird Manufacturing Conpany,
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i ncludi ng Arthur Knox Wnget, and the Lillian Knitting MIIls Conpany,
respectively, and those of other concerns in Al bemarle and Stanly County

i ncluding the Carolina Alum num Conpany at Badin. The Lillian MIIs
executives, Hubert dinton Patterson (1887-1959) and Arthur Low Patterson
(1877-1972), were the sons of Ibsen Franklin Patterson (1842-1896), who was
a partner with James WIlIliam Cannon in the organization of Patterson

Manuf acturi ng Conpany at China G ove, North Carolina, in 1893. In 1940,
when Al bemarl e had a popul ation of 5,625 and Stanly County had a popul ation
of 32,834, the Wscassett MIIs enployed 1,700 persons while the Efird
Manuf act uri ng Conpany had 900 enpl oyees.

When M. Denning cane to Al bermarle in 1900 he was nmarried and the father of
two children. [In about 1894 he married Bettie WIlson Strickland (1872-
1967), the daughter of Andrew and Cemanthia (Todd) Strickland and a native
of Wake County, North Carolina. Wde Fulton Denning was born in 1895, and
the famly increased in 1898 with the birth of Erdene Beatrice Denning
(1898-1987). M. Denning apparently first cane al one and boarded for a
period at the hone of John W and Ida M Bostian which stood in the

nort hwest corner of North Second and North streets, wthin easy wal ki ng

di stance of Wscassett MIIs.® Thereafter, and until about 1916, M.
Denning and his famly, increased by the birth of three nore children,
Mabel Heitman Denning (1901-1989), Ral ph Erwin Denning (190 -1994), and

El bert Hubbard Denni ng (1909-1998), resided in conpany owned housi ng.

The expansion of Wscassett MIIs facilities in the 1910s al so produced new
housi ng for officers of the conpany including a handsonme Col oni al Revival -

style residence for M. Denning. |In the event that house was the first of
two that Louis Hunbert Asbury Sr., the Charlotte-based architect, designed
for M. Denning. In fall 1915 M. Denning conm ssioned the new house which

woul d be built on a conpany-owned | ot at conpany expense. The 1.42-acre
parcel, conveyed to the Wscassett MIls Conpany by Janmes WIIiam Cannon,
his wife, and others on 10 Novenber 1915, |ay on the east side of the 500
bl ock of North Second Street at the head of the mll village comon that
became Cannon Menorial Park.® Construction on the house was probably begun
about that tinme and conpleted in the first half of 1916. The Denni ng

fam |y’ s new weat her boarded frame house conprised a two-story hip-roof main
bl ock wth an expansive one-story porch that wapped the corners of its

t hree-bay west facade and carried east on the side elevations to abut

shal | ow two-story gable-front ells. The porch, typical of its era,
featured Tuscan colums on brick plinths |inked by a turned railing that

al so incorporated a porte cochere on the south elevation. A low granite
masonry wall, with piers framng the inset driveway entrance and steps down
to the sidewal k, retained the front |lawn along North Second Street. The
house at 506 North Second Street was home to the Denning famly for sone

ni ne years. !

I n about 1923 Thonmas Marcell us Denning decided to build a new residence for
his famly and acquired a choice |ot for the house from Wscassett MIIs.
He selected a rectangular ot on the south edge of the mlIl village common,
in the southwest corner of North Second and Franklin streets and about a
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hal f - bl ock south of his conpany-owned dwelling. He turned again to M.
Asbury for the design of this new house, a brick residence of Spanish

Col oni al character wth brick elevations and green tile roofing. This
project, dated 3 July 1924, is job nunber 577.'2 This new house, two
stories in height and wwth a three-bay east facade, had a full facade porch
whi ch engaged the one-story sun porch on its south side and a porte cochere
of simlar dinmensions on the north side with a half-circle drive entering
and exiting onto Franklin Street. A garage of |ike design, with its own
driveway off Franklin Street, was erected to the rear of the house, at the
west edge of the |ot.

M. Denning and his wife resided at 415 North Second Street fromthe
house’s conpletion, either in late 1924 or early 1925, through his
retirement in 1960, until his death on 22 March 1962. 1In 1947 M. Denning
again secured the services of M. Asbury for the design of a two-story
educational building, known as the Denning Menorial, which was conpleted in
1948 on the north side of the First Street Methodist Church | ocated at 509
North First Street. |In 1953 Louis Asbury returned to the church and
prepared drawi ngs for a renodeling of the congregation’s 1914 Gothic
Revi val -styl e sanctuary.®® It was between these two church projects, in
about the |l ate 1940s, that Ms. Denning suffered two falls, broke both of
her hi ps, and found she could no | onger easily clinb the stairs to her
second-story bedroom M. Denning created a first-story bedroom for her by
refitting and gl azing the south side porch as a sun porch and curtaining
its windows. Wether M. Asbury consulted on this work is unknown.
Meanwhile, M. Denning’s fiftieth anniversary with Wscassett MIIs was
honored by a front-page article in the Stanly News And Press on 14 March
1950. Ten years later, on 11 March 1960, the newspaper carried a second
tribute celebrating his service of sixty years with Wscassett MIIs.

M. Denning’s health failed in late 1960 and “Al bemarle’s ‘grand old man of
the textile industry ” died on Thursday, 22 March 1962. He was buried from
First Street Methodist Church on Saturday, 24 March, and interred in the
famly plot in Albemarle’ s Fairview Cenetery on East Main Street. H's
front-page obituary in the Stanly News And Press on 27 March 1962, was
acconpani ed by an editorial under the caption “Cap’n Denning.”

The passing of Cap’n Thomas M Denning on Thursday ni ght renoved
from Al bemarl e one of its best known and best |oved nen. He
represented an era in industrial growth which is now passing from
t he scene.

A nost remarkabl e man, M. Denning was general superintendent of
W scasset MIls Conpany until his retirement in 1960 — a period
of 60 years.

Soneone said Friday that Cap’n Denning was still, even at the
tinme of his retirement, one of the ablest men in the textile
i ndustry. They said he could wal k through a plant, up and down
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the aisles, and detect a defective or worn machi ne, and
i mredi at el y di agnose the trouble.

M . Denni ng headed the operation at Wscassett at a tinme when
there was a high premumon quality, and he is given credit for
the high quality reputation built up for Wscassett yarn.

Until his last nonths of declining health nmade it inpossible, M.
Denni ng nmai ntained the keen interest in textile operations and in
the community around himwhich characterized all his life.

Ms. Denning renmained in the famly house until relocating to the Mt hodi st
Hone in Charlotte in about 1966. She died in Charlotte on 25 March 1967
and was interred beside her husband in Fairview Cenetery. Mabel Denning
York (1901-1989), the Denning’s mddle child, resided here with her nother
in the md-1960s and she, too, renained here for sone tinme after her

nmot her’s death. Under the ternms of M. Denning’s will, the house passed
into the ownership of his youngest son, Dr. Ral ph Erwin Denning, (190 -
1994), of Montclair, California. 1In 1994 he and his wife Carnmel B. Denning
conveyed the house and lot to the Denning Fam |y Trust, of which they were
trustees. On 9 October 2006, Ms. Carnel B. Denning, a w dow and the
surviving trustee, sold the Thomas Marcel |l us Denni ng House to David E. and
Brenda P. Scarboro. During Dr. Denning’ s ownership and that of the famly
trust, the house was rented for residential use. Furniture which had

remai ned in the house was stored in the garage and | ost to water danage
when the garage roof deteriorated and partially collapsed. M. and Ms.
Scarboro are restoring the house as their residence.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Architectural Significance

The architectural significance of the Thomas Marcel |l us Denni ng House
reflects its status as an inportant, well-preserved exanple of the Spanish
Col oni al Revival style of bold individuality in A bemarle, as one of a
smal | nunber of intact surviving residences erected for executives of the

| ocal textile industry, and as one of a group of inposing houses erected in
the Stanly County seat in the boomyears fromthe late 1910s, through the
1920s, and into the early 1930s. The plans for the Denni ng House, the
second of two houses designed for M. Denning by the Charlotte architect
Loui s Hunmbert Asbury Sr. (1877-1975) were dated 3 July 1924. They are not
known to survive, however, their date and the comm ssion nunber, #577, are
recorded in M. Asbury’s surviving office job book.'® The house and its
contenporary garage are believed to have been conpleted either in late 1924
or early 1925 at 415 North Second Street where it joined two earlier
Asbury-desi gned houses for M. Denning and Dr. Julius Cegg Hall (1874-
1929), at 506 and 343 North Second Street, respectively.® The Thomas

Mar cel | us Denni ng House renai ned his residence until death in 1962, that of
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his wi dow Bettie Strickland Denning, who died in 1967, and his younger
daught er Mabel Heitman Denning York (1901-1989) for a tine, and the
(rental) property of his youngest son Dr. Ralph Erwn Denning (19__-1994)
and his widow until 2006 when it was acquired by the present owners, David
E. and Brenda P. Scarboro. The Scarboros are restoring the house as their
resi dence.

Havi ng comm ssioned a Col onial Revival-style frane house from M. Asbury in
1915, an inposing house built by Wscassett MIIs on conpany |land as his
executive residence, M. Denning departed from conventi on when he undert ook
his own private residence. In North Carolina the Spanish Col onial Reviva
style and its conpanion, the Spanish Mssion style, appeared infrequently
and only then in a short period principally fromthe later 1910s into the
early 1930s. Houses in the style usually reflected the particul ar
architectural or artistic interests of the builder, while sone few
commercial or institutional buildings reflected their function or other
associations. The North Carolina State Fair Exhibition Building in
Ral ei gh, Wake County, designed by Atwood and Weks and conpleted in 1928,
is arguably the best known exanple of the style in North Carolina. |Its
stucco el evations incorporating tower pavilions, red tile roofs and pents,
and terra cotta detailing, were hallmrks of the style, which saw
expression in a free, often eclectic adoption of building fornms and

mat eri al s associated with the American Sout hwest or centers of Spanish
influence in California, Texas, and Florida. Features of Spanish m ssions
and haci endas were incorporated into new buildings, along with favored
decorative elenents. The Salisbury Southern Railway Station of 1908 in
Rowan County, with a dom nant tower, gabled pavilions, arcaded wal kways,
and tiled roof and awni ngs designed by Frank P. MIlburn, is possibly the
earliest exanple of the style in North Carolina. Houses in the Spanish

Col oni al Revival or Spanish Mssion styles were artful dwellings and showed
great variety. El N do, a stucco house with a red tile roof and pents
carried on bold, paired brackets, conpleted about 1921 in Shel by, C evel and
County, is the nost el aborate, acconplished exanple of the style in North
Carolina. Oher exanples range from The Frith, a house of 1925 desi gned by
Bruce Kitchell of Palm Beach for George Vanderbilt’s widow and built on a
part of the Biltnore Estate in Asheville, Bunconbe County, to the tile-
roof ed stuccoed el evations of the Franklin Fletcher Smth house of ca. 1912
in Salisbury, also attributed to M. M burn.

The design of the Thonmas Marcel | us Denning House is a free exercise
incorporating red brick and green roof tiles in a symetrical conposition
conprising a two-story main block and a full facade east-facing one-story
porch that engages a side/sun porch on its south side and a porte cochere
on the north. The Spanish Colonial Revival styling is principally enbodi ed
in the extraordinary pent cornices, with deep eaves, nolded brackets, and
tile roofing, which carry around the parapet elevations of the nmain bl ock,
t he porch, side/sun porch, and porte cochere, and the el evations of the
contenporary garage. Wether M. Asbury or M. Denning had seen El N do
i s unknown, however, its over-scal ed bracketed pent roofs are the cl osest
known stylistic antecedent for those which adorn the Denning House and its
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garage. There is no known simlar Spanish Col onial Revival-style house
anong the | arge body of residential architecture designed by Louis
Asbury.!” The interior decoration of the Denning House is in the Col oni al
Revi val style and finished with the expected nol ded door and w ndow
surrounds, mantels, and other classically-detail ed woodwork of architect-
desi gned houses of the era. ®* The use of applied nmoldings to simulate
paneling, originally installed in the Denning House, taken down in a ca.
1949 renodeling, and re-installed in the present project, was a practice
seen in the finest Colonial and CGeorgi an Revival -style houses of the 1920s
and 1930s.

When conpl eted and occupi ed by the Denning famly, the Denning House joined
a small group of inposing houses built for and occupied by the owners,
executives, and upper-level managers of Al bemarle’'s textile mlls. Its
architect, M. Asbury, whose practice in Al bemarle spanned the period from
1911 to 1953, was a part of their history froman early date. The |argest,
and arguably nost inpressive of these houses was the grand Sout hern

Col oni al -styl e house built by John Sol onmon Efird (1857-1927) on Wst Min
Street in an enclave of famly residences. M. Efird was then an executive
of the Efird Manufacturing Conpany. It remains to be confirnmed whether the
house, pulled down in about 1968, is the residence M. Asbury designed for
M. Efird in June 1911 (conm ssion #77) or in June 1914 (conm ssion
#172).%° Neither set of draw ngs survive. In 1912, between those

comm ssions M. Asbury designed a school building (comm ssion #109) for the
Efird and Wscassett mlls which is also lost. M. Denning s 1915

resi dence foll owed thereafter, anong other Al bemarle and Stanly County

comm ssions. Docunentary phot ographs record the inposing appearance of the
Col oni al Revival -styl e house, which was denolished and its grounds paved as
a parking lot for the Catholic church. 1n 1923, the year after he designed
the four-story Col onial Revival-style Al bemarle Hotel (197 N. Second St.)
for r. W C Fitzgerald, Louis Asbury designed two houses for nenbers of
the Efird famly that were built on West Main Street. The draw ngs for the
two-story granite house (705 W Main St.) designed for Jasper Efird, a son
of John Sol onon Efird, were produced in July 1923, while those for Estelle
Efird Morrow and her husband WlliamH Mrrow were drawn in August 1923.
The conm ssions, #s 535 and 536, respectively, produced houses of an
identifiable 1920s character, with symetrical facades, hip roofs,
expansi ve wr aparound porches and Col onial Revival styling. The green tile
roof of the stucco-covered Morrow House (728 W Main St.) appears as a
precedent for the tile roofing of M. Denning s new house.

O her inportant houses for nenbers of the textile elite of Al bemarle were
desi gned by as yet unconfirmed architects. The nost acconplished of these
is the residence of Frank Neville Patterson Sr. (1880-1949), general
superintendent of the famly owned Lillian Knitting MIIls, which stands at
206 East North Street and is said to date to about 1918. Wth stuccoed

el evations and a bracketed tile roof and tile pent roofs encircling its
front and sun porches, the house has a Mediterranean character, as nuch
Italian as Spanish. Watever termis used to define it, the Patterson
House is the closest in character in A bemarle to the Denning House.?® The
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| arge, shingle-clad Craftsman-styl e bungal ow of Charles Wnfred Gaddy
(1880-1941), the general superintendent of the knitting departnent of

W scassett MIIls, standing at 222 West North Street, is one of a series of
houses built for Wscassett MIIls executives during the expansion of the
1910s. 2! The Col oni al Revival style was yet another option for executive
housi ng. Arthur Knox Wnget (1882-1971), the president of Efird
Manuf act uri ng Conpany, adopted it for his new 1930s-era brick house on Pee
Dee Avenue, which has one-story glazed wings flanked the symetrical five-
bay main bl ock. %2

The Thomas WMarcel | us Denni ng House, the grand, now | ost residence of John
Sol onon Efird, the Frank Neville Patterson House, those noted above, and
yet others conprise inportant exanples of the inpressive residential
upbui I di ng of Al bemarle in the decades of the 1910s, 1920s, and 1930s

fuel ed by the financial success and expansion of Al bemarle’'s Efird,

W scassett, and Lillian textile mlls and the city’'s smaller industrial and
commercial concerns. M. Denning’'s two houses and others associated with
W scassett MIIls stood in the blocks flanking the mlls and operatives’
housing. North Second Street was a desirable residential avenue for town
residents including Dr. Hall and Dr. Janmes Franklin Laton (1876-1964) for
whom M. Asbury al so designed a (as yet unl ocated) house (conm ssion #215)
in 1916. So, too, was North Street, where Messrs. Gaddy and Patterson
lived, which crossed North Second Street, linked the city’'s nunerically-
named streets, and was part of the larger residential neighborhood in north
Al bemarle. John Sol onon Efird, nenbers of the Efird famly, and others,
built and resided in a suburban enclave on Wst Main Street. O hers,

i ncludi ng Cyde Al exander Skidnore (1896-1963) built on the el evated
acreage of East Main Street, east of the Lillian Knitting MIIls, which
anchored Main Street’s intersection with Al bemarl e’ s Pee Dee Avenue. Louis
Asbury desi gned an appeal ing eclectic cottage (comm ssion #414) for M.
Skidnore in 1921 which anticipates a | arge group of period cottages of the
1920s and 1930s that hold an inportant place in the residential
architectural fabric of Albemarle. At the sane tine, in the opening
decades of the twentieth century, a |inear nei ghborhood of inportant houses
devel oped al ong Pee Dee Avenue, al ongside earlier turn-of-the-twentieth-
century houses.?® Here, on a street lined with Col onial Revival-style
houses, including M. Wnget’'s, period cottages, and other houses of
varying character, M. Denning' s el dest son, Wade Fulton Denning, opted to
build in about 1946. And yet another, smaller enclave of inportant houses
stands in south Al bemarle, just beyond the county court house, where Thomas
C. Hearne's el egant ca. 1909 Col oni al Revival -styl e house stands on West
South Street and Francis Eugene Starnes (1874-1932), a jeweler, built an

i nposing eclectic brick house with a red tile roof in about 1928 that, |ike
t he Denning House, is definably of the 1920s. %

Wthin this distinguished corpus of residential architecture in the

Pi ednont North Carolina county seat, the Thomas Marcel |l us Denni ng House

hol ds its own discernible place anong the houses of its decade and the

| arger era of prosperity spanning the opening decades of the twentieth

century. It held the respect of citizens of Al bemarle as the residence of
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M . Denni ng, whose local tenure in the textile industry and the regard of
so many enpl oyees was matched by no other in length. But for those of his
day, and others in the near half century since his death in 1962, it is the
house’s architectural presence and the character inparted by its boldly
bracketed, green tiled cornices that draws admration to this | andmark of
its time and pl ace.

Endnot es

1. The Wscassett MIIls Conpany was incorporated in 1898. The
“Charter and By-Laws of the Wscassett MIIls Co., Albemarle, N C " was
printed in Raleigh in 1898 by Edwards & Broughton, Printers and
Bi nders, as a twel ve-page panphlet by the conpany for private
distribution. The Cannon MIIs Records held by Perkins Library, Duke
University, contains a copy and sone very few scattered business
records of the conmpany. The four incorporators and the nunber of
shares held by each man were: Janmes WIIliam Cannon, 200 shares; his
brot her David Franklin Cannon, 40 shares; John Sol onon Efird, 10
shares; and K J Davis, 20 shares. “The business of the
corporation shall be that of spinning and weavi ng wool, cotton and
other textile productions, and manufacturing of same into cloth and
fabrics, and the sale of same and of said cloth and fabrics, . . .~
The i ncorporation was approved on 3 February 1898 by Cyrus Thonpson
North Carolina Secretary of State. The Wscassett MIIs Conpany put
its first plant into operation in 1899 and produced carded yarn. The
Efi rd Manufacturing Conpany was organi zed in 1896 by Janes WIIiam
Cannon and Irenus Polycarp Efird (18__-19 ), a prom nent, prosperous
Stanly County resident. Polycarp Efird was the father of John Sol onon
Efird. The Efird conpany placed its first plant in operation in 1897
with 2,496 spindles producing cotton yarn. The Wscassett and Efird
pl ants stood on adjoining acreages in Al bemarle near the station of
the Yadkin Railroad. The Yadkin Railroad, a feeder line into the
Sout hern Railway system was placed in operation in about 1891 and
| inked Salisbury, a nmajor point on the Southern Railway, and Norwood,
a small town in the southeast corner of Stanly County, near the Pee
Dee River, where a textile manufactory was established in the early
1890s. Short accounts of all three textile operations appear in
Stanly County: The Architectural Legacy of a Rural North Carolina
County hereinafter cited as Stanly County. M. Denning s obituary
appeared on the front page of the Stanly News And Press on 27 March
1962.

2. M. Denning senior is listed in the 1860 Rocki ngham County Census
as the head of a household of four including his wife Mary Ann, aged
twenty, a son Sidney, aged one year, and his nother Mary Denni ng, aged
fifty-two. M. Denning enlisted in Conpany L. 21°%' Reginment, North
Carolina Troops, in Rockingham County on 3 June 1861. He was parol ed
at Greensboro on 4 May 1865. Marcellus Denni ng senior could not be
| ocated in the North Carolina censuses of 1870, 1880 or 1900.
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3. The Carolina Cotton MIIls, founded by Edw n M chael Holt (1807-

1884), was |ocated on the Haw River at Carolina, a mll village

| ocated in central Al amance County, north of Burlington. It was one
of the famly textile concerns consolidated in the conmpany known as
Edwn M Holt’s Sons that remained in the ownershi p and managenent of
hi s descendants. The Ossipee Cotton MIls were also |ocated on the
Haw Ri ver, northwest of Burlington. They were established by Janes
Nat haniel WIIliamson (1842-1921), a son-in-law of Edwin M chael Holt
and a partner in EE M Holt’s Sons, who al so organized Pil ot Cotton
MIls in Ral eigh, which operated as Janes N. and WIIliamH.

Wl lianmson. For a brief account of the Durham Cotton Manufacturing
Conmpany/ M| 1ls see O audia Roberts Brown and ot hers, The Dur ham
Architectural and Historic Inventory, pp. 94-96. Listed in the

bi bl i ography. The Dur ham conpany was organi zed in 1884 by Julian S.
Carr and J. M (dell of G eensboro and placed in operation in 1885.
M. Denning’s rise in the ranks of the company paralleled its

| ucrative growt h and expansi on.

“T. M Denning Finishes 50 Years at Wscassett,” Stanly News And
Press, 14 March 1950.

For background on the |ives and careers of James WIIiam and
Charl es Al bert Cannon see entries for each in the Dictionary of North
Caroli na Biography and “Cannon: The Story of Cannon MII|s Conpany-90
Years of Textile Leadership and |Innovation, 1887-1977,” a draft,
unpubl i shed history witten by John WIIiam Harden (1903-1985).
According to “A History of Wscassett MIIs Conpany, Al bemarle, N C
1898-1981,” an unsigned four-page typescript account held by the
Stanly County Public Library, John C Leslie succeeded M. Cannon,
after his death on 19 Decenber 1921, and held the position until his
own death in 1922 whereupon he was succeeded as president of
W scassett MIIls Conpany briefly by Ms. Janes WII|iam Cannon and,
next, Ms. David H (Adelaide Cannon) Blair, who was succeeded by her
brot her, Charles Al bert Cannon.

For a general overview of Wscassett MIls and the place of the
manuf acturing concern in Al bemarle see Stanly County, pp. 41-42, 44,
48-50, 62, 71, 76, 80, 83, 104, 121, 126-29. Photographs of the
original mll and its expansions appear on pages 71 and 127.

Phot ogr aphs of housi ng for enpl oyees, supervisors, and nanagenent
appears in Stanly County, pages 49-50, 104, 121, and 128. The first
residence of M. Denning and his famly erected ca. 1915, at 506 North
Second Street, facing west across the park to the mlIl conplex, is
| ost. An account of the house that is the subject of this nom nation
appears on pages 107-08.

| bid, 49, 83, 127. A mpjor addition to the plant was conpl eted
in 1929. At an unconfirmed date, possibly in about 1935 when M.
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Denning’ s el dest son, Wade Ful ton Denni ng, assuned the superintendency
of Wscassett MIIls Conpany, and M. Denning was named “gener al
superintendent,” a separate general superintendent was appointed for
the knitting division centered on Montgomery Avenue. |In 1940 Charles
Wnfred Gaddy (1880-1941) held that post.

9. In the 1900 Federal Census for Al bemarle, Stanly County, M.
Denning is one of four people in the household who have no apparent
famlial connection to the Bostians whose househol d al so i ncluded ni ne
chil dren between the ages of one and twenty years. Ms. Bostian was
living in the house as |late as 1917 when she conveyed the property to
her son, J. Cyde Bostian. See Stanly County Deeds, 34/164 and
57/ 116.

10. Stanly County Deeds, 53/144-46. The bl ock-deep | ot had a 158-
foot frontage on Second Street and a width of 177.7 feet on North
Third Street. The comm ssion is job nunber 210 and recorded in M.
Asbury’s job book held in the Louis H Asbury Papers, Speci al
Col l ections division, J. Miurrey Atkins Library, University of North
Carolina at Charlotte, Charlotte, North Carolina. No drawi ngs for the
house are known to survive. The house was |ost in about the 1970s and
the site is now part of a parking ot of the Annunciation Catholic
Church. The granite retaining wall along North Second Street
survi ves.

11. The house was a residence for conpany executives thereafter. On
9 July 1942 the Wscassett MIIs Conpany conveyed the house to Janes
Al onzo Groves, the long-tine secretary-treasurer of the conpany.
Stanly County Deeds, 124/ 76.

12. Stanly County Deeds, 69/385-86. The original rectangular |ot had
a frontage of 109 feet on North Second Street and a depth of 182 feet
al ong the south edge of Franklin Street. The lot was enlarged to its
present size by the addition of a ten-foot wide strip along the ful
depth of the south side by a deed of 14 March 1930 from W scassett
MIls to M. Denning. Stanly County Deeds, 86/516-18. The 1924 deed
was executed by Joseph Franklin Cannon, vice-president and treasurer
of Wscassett MIls. The 1930 deed was signed by WIIliam Joshua
Swi nk, vice-president of Wscassett MIIls Conpany. No draw ngs for
t he house are known to survive.

13. The Denning Menorial at First Street Methodist Church was job
nunber 4710 and the date of 22 April 1947 in the Asbury job book. The
renmodel i ng of the sanctuary, described as “Alt. & Add. To Church,” is
j ob nunmber 5315 dated 10 July 1953. See Stanly County, 105-06.

14. Stanly County WIIls, Book 8/ 86-90 and Book 10/46-48. Stanly
County Deeds, 361/14, 560/161, and 1145/ 945-48.
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15. The typed transcript of M. Asbury’'s job book records conm ssions

dating from 1908 into 1954. This author reviewed the book to confirm
work for clients in Al bemarle and Stanly County to establish the
context of M. Asbury’s design of the Denning House for this

nom nation. Some conm ssions could be readily identified with
standi ng or known | ost buildings, while others could not and await

i dentification.

16. The residence for Dr. Hall (comm ssion #88) was M. Asbury’s
second known project in Albemarle and its drawi ngs are dated 15
Decenber 1911 in the job book. The well-proportioned three-bay, two-
and-a-hal f story Col onial Revival-style brick house is enhanced with a
richly nolded cornice and retains a remarkabl e degree of integrity to
the present. On 8 August 1923 M. Asbury produced drawi ngs for a
garage for Dr. Hall (comm ssion #538) which stands to the rear of the
house. See also Stanly County, 108-09.

17. O her houses of the 1920s designed by M. Asbury feature the use
of green roof tiles, however, no known others confine its usage to the
bracket ed pents, as on the Denning House.

18. Certain features of the interior decoration, including the use of
applied noldings on the walls of the living and dining roons to
simul ate paneling, a practice of the period, appear in the interior
finish of the W H Mrrow House on West Main Street, Al bemarle.

19. For a photograph of the house and an account of it and the famly
encl ave see Stanly County, 123-26. It is possible that “the two-story
frame house that Efird had noved on |l ogs to South Broone Street,”
whi ch stood on the site of his handsone brick house, was the house
comm ssioned in 1911 and replaced by the new house conm ssioned in
1914.

20. See Stanly County, 104-05. The design and construction history
of this appealing well-preserved house remains to be confirned.
Foll ow ng the deaths of M. Patterson’s mai den daughters, Mary Loui se
and Bertie Snuggs Patterson, the contents of the |avishly furnished
house were sold at auction in Decenber 1994. M. Patterson was a son
of Ibsen Franklin Patterson (1842-1896) of China G ove, North
Carolina, who was a partner with James WIIliam Cannon in the
organi zati on of the Patterson Manufacturing Conpany in 1893.

21. See Stanly County, 104. The design and construction history of
this well-preserved bungal ow remains to be confirmed, as does that of
its neighboring houses that are al so associated with the 1910s
expansi on.

22. See the entry for the house at 1045 Pee Dee Avenue in the
Nat i onal Regi ster nom nation for the Pee Dee Avenue Historic District
(1997) prepared by this author. Also see Stanly County, 114.
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23. See Pee Dee Avenue Historic District nom nation.

24. Stanly County, 98-99, 122.
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11 March 1960, “Cap’n Denning Observes 60'" Year with Wscassett
MIIs”;

27 March 1962, “Thomas M Denning D es Thursday Evening at 92:
Funeral Held Saturday” and “Cap’ n Denning”;

28 March 1967, “Ms. Denning Taken By Death at Age of 94”; and

4 January 1990, “Mabel York.”

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X _ State Historic Preservation Office
requested) ~ Other State agency
_____previously listed in the National Register ____Federal agency
____previously determined eligible by the National Register ~ Local government
___designated a National Historic Landmark ~ University
~ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____ Other
~ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  app. 0.50 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 17 572815 3912620 3

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 4

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The acreage included in this nomnation is the ot outlined in bold on the
encl osed Stanly County tax map, dated 12 August 2010, at a scale of one
i nch equal s 200 feet.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary is drawn to include the | ot conveyed by Wscassett MIIs
Conpany on 8 January 1924 to Thomas Marcel |l us Denning on which the house
was built and a snaller parcel, adjoining the original |lot on the south,
whi ch was conveyed by Wscassett MIIs Conpany on 14 March 1930 to M.
Denning (Stanly County Deeds, 69/385-86 and 86/516-18, respectively).
These | ots have renmained intact as the site and setting of the Denning
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House t hroughout the Denning fam |y ownership, through the sale to the
present owners in 2006, and to the present.

11. Form Prepared By

namef/titte Davyd Foard Hood

organization date 4 June 2010

street & number Isinglass, 6907 Old Shelby Road telephone 704-462-1847

city or town Vale state  NC zZip code 28168
e-mail N/A

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
e Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Thomas Marcellus Denning House

City or Vicinity: Albemarle

County: Stanly State: North Carolina
Photographer: Davyd Foard Hood

Date Photographed: Photographs 1-4 and 11 were taken on 20 February 2010, and photographs 5-10 were taken on
12 August 2010.

Description of Photograph(s) and number:
1. Denning House, front, east elevation, looking west.
2. Denning House, view looking northwest onto front and south elevations.

3. Denning House, view looking northeast onto south and west, rear elevations.
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4. Denning House, view looking east/southeast onto west and north elevations showing the porte
cochere.

5. Denning House, interior view, looking north from parlor/Mr.Denning’s office into living room.
6. Denning House, interior view, looking southeast from the dining room into the living room.
7. Denning House, interior view, looking west/southwest from living room into stair hall.

8. Denning House, interior view, looking south/southwest into first-story bathroom with original tile floor
and bathtub.

9. Denning House, interior view on second story, looking west/northwest from southeast corner
bedroom into hall and through door into southwest corner bedroom refitted as a bathroom.

10. Garage, looking south/southeast onto its north, front and west elevations with driveways carrying
north to Franklin Street.

11. Garage, view looking west/northwest onto south, rear and east elevations.

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name David E. and Brenda P. Scarboro
street & number Post Office Box 1875 telephone 704-982-7458
city or town Albemarle state NC zip code__ 28002

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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